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Got a pet? Want its photo in the
paper? Send it to us!
The News Enterprise will highlight
local pets from the community
in our weekly ongoing feature-
Pet of the Week.
Send a photo, brief biography,
name, and breed of your pet to
editor@newsenterprise.net
See this week’s Pet of the Week

on page 2.
Got an opinion?
Send your letters to the editor

of the News Enterprise:
editor@newsenterprise.net

Send us
letters

Courtesy photo

The Christmas season is here and homeowners are decorating record numbers taking advantage of the Southern California climate. Rossmoor, for mstance, has been transformed into a Winter Wonderland
(just without the snow). The Rossmoor Homeowners Association (RHA) has hosted their Christmas Lights Hot Spots Celebration for 11 years, and is honored to create the Rossmoor Christmas Lights Hot Spots
Map for families to enjoy the decorated homes. The RHA announced this year’s winners on their website at https://rossmoor-rha.org, where you can downioad the map in PDF format, or you can click on a
link to an interactive map showing the exact address of the Honorable Mentions and images of the Recognition Award winners.

Blackhawks from JFTB at
war with ‘Thomas’ fire

By DAVID N. YOUNG

The Blackhawk helicopters are
on the pad, all painted up and ready
for war.

In fact, they are currently in a war
with a wildfire that has destroyed
750 homes, 1,000 structures and
threatening to become the largest
wildfire in the state’s history.

According to Lt. Col. Aaron
Schilleci, a small Blackhawk bat-
talion from the California Air Na-
tional Guard has been shuttling
back and forth between the Joint
Forces Training Base (JFTB) in
Los Alamitos and Camarillo air-
port. Schilleci commands the 1-140
Assault Helicopter Battalion, nick-
named the “Archangels.”

He said the choppers make the
45-minute flight every morning
to Camarillo airport where they
coordinate with fire authorities
and begin their daily water drops.
Each Blackhawk can make up to 75
water drops per day using hanging
buckets, he added.

The wildfire assistance illus-

Photo by Coll. Rick Lalor

These Blackhawks, painted with ‘war paint,’ stand at the ready at JFTB as they cross the state every
day to wage war against the “Thomas” fire. At press time, the “Thomas” wildfire was slightly more

than 50 percent contained.

trates the critical importance of the
JFTB misson, said Col. Rick Lalor,
public affairs spokesman. The Los
Alamitos base has a vital mission
to train guardsmen yet also support
the state’s overall emergency man-
agement needs.

In a speech earlier this year,
newly installed JFTB Commander
Julian H. Bond reaffirmed the criti-
cal role the JFTB plays in all natural
and other emergencies. Few people
realize how much training and sup-
port the base provides in every
critical situations, both staging and

deployment, the commander said.

The JFTB is today the only stra-
tegically significant base for the
U.S. Department of Defense and
the Governor’s Office of Emer-
gency Services. Its role is critical
because it is the only active mili-
tary airfield between the Channel
Islands Air National Guard station
in Ventura County and the Marine

Corps Air Station at Camp Pendle-

ton.
“I am really proud of them,” said

Schilleci of his squadron, adding

See JFTB, Page 10

Los Al Racetrack to act as ground
zero for Lilac wildfire donations

Los Alamitos Race Course
encourages anyone interested in
helping the victims of the Lilac
Fire that engulfed San Luis Rey
Downs, in Bonsall, California on
Thursday to donate funds through
the California Thoroughbred
Horsemen’s Foundation, Inc. at

cthfcares.org.

A donate button is located near
the top of the CTHF homep-
age. When donating, please se-
lect “Add Special Instructions to
Seller.” Once this tab has been
selected, donors can type in the
words, “For victims of the SLRD

fire,” or something similar. Re-
gardless, all money donated will
go to assist victims of this tragic
fire. No amount is too small.
The CTHF is a non-profit foun-
dation that supports over 5,000
California Horse Racing Board

See Lilac, Page 10

Los Al

grants Santa

ordinance
exemption

Old Saint Nick could receive a
gift-wrapped fine or a night in jail
when he appears above the City of
Les Alamitos, if an important vote
at the Monday, December 18, 2017
City Council meeting does not go in
his favor.

The Council’s first Agenda item
for the night starts with a vote on
whether “Mr. S. Claus” should re-
ceive certain exemptions from City
law.

If the vote passes, Santa Claus
will receive a variance allowing him
to enter homes without permission,
make noise at any hour, and buzz
through the sky without requesting
additional clearance. The resolution
further grants Mr. S. Claus the right
to disregard the City’s animal regu-
lations. On top of the waiver of City
law, Mr. Claus would receive a free
business license to operate as a non-
profit organization.

The Resolution, does state that
staff directed Mr. Claus to get a
valid vehicle registration from the
Department of Motor Vehicles; an
employee audit to verify his elves
receive minimum wage from the
Department of Health and Welfare;
and a check from the Air Quality
Management District to “ensure a
safe and clear sleigh ride.”

Granting Mr. S. Claus this re-
quest serves a public purpose in that
it allows Mr. Claus to continue the
tradition of spreading holiday cheer
and merriment to the good children
of the City of Los Alamitos.

The variances have no fiscal im-
pact. Mr. Claus was not available
for comment.









